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1 of 1 review helpful Focuses more on equational reasoning than algorithms By kstemen The book s title is 
deceptively simple and too inviting for beginners A better title would be Optimizing algorithms with equational 
reasoning In this book a pearl means starting with a brute force algorithm then incrementally rewriting it into an 
efficient algorithm Incrementally improving an algorithm sounds intriguin Richard Bird takes a radically new 
approach to algorithm design namely design by calculation These 30 short chapters each deal with a particular 
programming problem drawn from sources as diverse as games and puzzles intriguing combinatorial tasks and more 
familiar areas such as data compression and string matching Each pearl starts with the statement of the problem 
expressed using the functional programming language Haskell a powerful yet succinct language for cap Though the 
writing is crisp and the explanations lucid this is not an easy book to read The difficulty lies in the density of ideas 
presented The rewards of persevering are definitely worth it though In fact once immersed I started to ponder where 
thi 
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